_  L  P,  J  T  H  E 

ENTHUSIASTIC  INFIDEL 

r3i40Tp  DETE.CTED: 

!  BEING  THE 

T  R  I  A  L 

O  F  A 

MORAL  PHILOSOPHER 

\  , 

BEFORE  THE 

.  ■  •  t  i 

Grand  Senate  of  Bedlam 

• '  1  -  -  •  >  -  . 

# 

On  a  Statute  of  Lunacy, 

'  For  Publifhing  a  RHAPSODY  intitled. 

The  Refur reEHon  of  Jesus  confdered ,  in 
Anfwer  to  the  Trial  of  the  Witneffes. 


By  a  Brother  LUNATIC . 


* -  Touch  but  the  Caufe  that  hurts  his  Brain 9 

His  Eyeballs  roll ,  and  he  grows  mad  again .  , 

Nat  Lee. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  Charles  Corbett,  at  Addifon’s  Head o- 
ver-againft  St.  Dunflan’s  Church,  in  Fleet-ftreet.  1743. 

[Price  Six  Pence.] 


t 


T  O  T  H  E 


READ  E  R. 

V 

WE  Madmen  never  make  any 
Apology  for  what,  we  do  5 
fome  of  us  go  in  Queft  of 
truth  without  knowing  what  it  is, 
and  whilft  we  afk  ye  the  Way,  fet 
out  with  a  Refolution  of  not  being 
convinced  what  is  right  or  wrong  \ 
Reason  and  Evidence  muft  de¬ 
cide  all  Contr over fees ;  but  did  you 
ever  know  a  Madman  that  had  not 
more  Reafon  than  any  of  his  An- 
tagonifts  ?  M  0  NR  0  indeed  may 
tell  us  we  are  mad ,  but  did  you  e- 
ver  know  one  of  us  fuch  a  Fool  as 
to  believe  him  ? 


I 

But  of  all  the  different  Sedts 
amongft  us,  commend  me  to  thofe, 
who  run  mad  by  Method ,  and  give 
themfelves  and  you  much  Trouble 
to  confound  their  Senfes.  Of  this 
Species  are  its  oft  of  thofe  who  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  Character  of  Authors, 
fcribimus  indoEli  doStique :  Some 
have  fhort  Flights  only  of  Satyrs, 
Lampoons  or  Odes ;  others  plunge 
themfelves  deep  in  Controverfy,  and 
endeavour  to  fhew  their  Reafon  at 
the  Expence  of  their  natural  Parts 
which  the  Supreme  Being  has  given 
them :  The  firft  are  like  harmlefs 
Flies  which  buz  about  you  and 
tickle  you  a  little  but  are  not  in 
the  leaft  venomous  or  dangerous ; 
the  others  are  the  Spiders  of  Socie¬ 
ty,  they  loin  a  fine  Web  with  a 
great  deal  of  Art,  the  Beauty  of 
which  is  perceptible  to  Nobody  but 
themfelves,  yet  is  fo  noxious  and 
fcandalous  that  it  behoves  every  Ser¬ 
vant, 


vant,  who  would  keep  a  clean 
Houfe,  to  clean  it  away. 

v  w 

H  e  then  that  would  hold  a  fe- 
rious  Parley  with  a  Man  upon  con- 
tradiElory  Niceties  and  fophijlical  E- 
vajions  is  as  indolently  curious  as  the 
Wench  that  would  expoftulate  with 
the  aforemention’d  poifonous  Infeed, 
and  moft  fubtilely  enquire  if  it  is 
the  Defcendant  of  Arachnef  Or 
whether  it  has  fpun  its  Guts  ac¬ 
cording  to  Demoivre\  Rules?  whilft 
fhe  lazily  Hands  with  the  Broom  in 
her  Hand. 

1  •» 

I  t  is  a  mad  World  we  live  in  ; 
fome  are  political  Lunatics,  fome 
critical,  conliderate  or  fceptical  ; 
but  let  me  be  merrily  fo  :  Thofe 
who  have  no  Regard  to  Dignity  or 
.  Decorum,  and  will  make  free  with 
all  that’s  facred,  and  a  Belief  that 
has  Hood  the  Tell  of  Ages,  are  as 
much  the  Subject  of  Laughter,  as 


the  ftraw-crown’d  Inhabitant  of  a 
Cell,  that  will  difpute  his  Title  or 
Crown  with  a  real  Monarch  ;  and 
it  would  be  ecpially  as  ridiculous  to 
enter  into  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe 
with  one,  as  to  debate  with  the  o- 
ther,  if  he  founds  his  Claim  on  any 
particular  Aft  of  Succeffion,  or  if 
it  came  to  him  by  Inheritance. 

Thus  much  have  I  to  fay  to 
thee,  courteous  Reader,  fuppofing 
thee  to  be  one  of  that  Clafs  in  the 
World  who  art  content  to  go  plod¬ 
ding  on  towards  Salvation  in  the 
old°Road  laid  out  for  thee  by  thy 
Forefathers,  and  implicitly  follow¬ 
ed:  their  Precepts,  without  endea¬ 
vouring  to  refine,  reafon  and  argue 
thyfelf  into  Perdition ;  one  who  ig¬ 
norantly  and  unfafhionably  hadft 
rather  go  to  Heaven  like  a  Fool, 
than  with  the  greateft  Men  politely 
and  wittily  go  to  the  Devil ;  the 
more  refin’d  Lunatics  will  look  up- 
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on  thee  as  a  Lump,  a  meer  inactive 
Thing,  their  Fancies  are  unbound¬ 
ed,  fcorning  to  be  confin’d,  as  the 
Poet  exprefies  it, 

- ‘They  take  the  high  Priori  Roady 

And  reafon  downwards  ’ till  they 
doubt  of  G - 

The  Prince  of  our  modern  moral  • 
Philofophers  has  taken  this  T  afk  up¬ 
on  himfelf ;  fome  of  his  Difciples, 
and  particularly  my  worthy  Friend, 
whom  I  am  now  about  to  addrefs, 
only  gleans  after  him,  he  proves 
himfelf  free  of  our  celebrated  Col¬ 
lege  by  the  very  Talk  he  has  un¬ 
dertaken,  and  notwithftanding  he 
endeavours  to  evade  it  as  you  will 
fee  in  his  Trial,  yet  permit  me  to 
congratulate  him  on  his  Re-admif- 
fion,  and  that  in  his  own  Method, 
to  mention  his  Stile  is  needlefs,  for 
there  is  an  indelible  Mark  in  that  of 

every 
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every  Madman  which  will  infallibly 
difcover  itfelf ;  but  let  me  tell  you 
there  we  Degrees  amongft  us,  he 
is  not  mad  enough  he  thinks  to  be 
a  Believer ,  and  I  am  not  mad  e- 
nough  to  be  an  Infidel, 


P 


THE 


[  9  ] 


/ 


INTRODUCTION 


To  the  Moral  Philofopher,  &*c. 

I 

From  my  Cell,  N0t4* 
Dear  Coufm  Doff  or  Moral, 

...  i 

CLEAN  Straw  and  a  dark  Chamber  arc 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  you,  you  have 
walk’d  abroad  fo  long  in  the  Light, 
and  gazed  at  fo  many  fine  Objedts,  that  to 
convince  us  you  are  not  blind,  you  will  out- 
ftare  the  Sun  at  Noon-day.  Flow  negligent 
have  your  Keepers  been  to  fuffer  your  Friends 
to  recommend  Books  to  thee  *,  we  thought  you 
had  been  cured  fome  time  after  Gammer  Wool - 
ft  on  fent  you  here  before  :  Who  fet  thee  up  for 
a  Champion  ?  Why  doft  thou  quote  Scripture 
to  introduce  thy  boafted  Reafon ,  if  that  Rea- 
fon  is  to  deftroy  the  Evidence  of  Scripture  ; 
thou  canft  mifapply  Texts,  give  me  leave  to 
make  an  Addition  to  one  :  Rhe  Fool  hath  faid 
in  his  Heart ,  there  is  no  God%  to  which  I  will 
adjoin — The  Madman  faith  in  his  Ravings ,  there 
is  no  Saviour, 
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It  fignifies  nothing,  my  dear  Friend,  for  you 
to  endeavour  to  difguife  yourfelf  and  difavow 
your  being  a  Member  of  our  Imperial  College ; 
you  are  certainly  mad  to  all  Intents  and  Pur- 
pofes,  and  it  is  the  miftaken  Lenity  of  the 
Governors,  in  differing  fuch  as  you  to  go  about 
and  appear  publickly,  that  brings  fuch  a  Scan¬ 
dal  upon  us  poor  honed  Fellows  that  are  con¬ 
tent  with  being  confin’d  where  we  fhould  be. 
And,  for  my  Part,  I  intend  to  move  next 
Board-day,  that  all  our  out-lying  Members, 
of  what  Denomination  foever,  may  be  called 
in  :  Your  fore  molt  Profeffions  of  Sincerity, 
Truth,  and  fearching  after  the  Right,  is  no¬ 
thing  but  the  common  Cant  we  make  ufe  of 
every  Day  ,  and  if  you  perdft  in  your  Obfti- 
*  nacy,  we  muff  find  out  fome  other  Place  for 
you,  and  by  a  general  Vote,  fet  you  down  as 
one  loo  mad  even  for  Bedlam .  But  ia  the  mean 
time,  as  your  Lucubrations  are  calculated  only 
to  amufe  the  Minds  of  fome  of  our  Fraternity, 
and  make  us  worfe  than  we  are,  whereby  we 
may  be  endanger’d  of  receiving  many  Stripes 
from  our.  Keepers,  to  declare  our  Innocence, 
and  that  we  have  no  hand  in  thy  blafphemous 
Performance,  I  will  take  upon  me  to  confider 
it  a  little  ;  tho’  your  Vanity  may  lugged;  to 
you  that  you  have  wrote  fuch  an  elaborate 
Treatife,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  B — ps,  or 
the  mod  eminent  Men  of  the  Church  can  an- 
fwer,  which  you  would  infinuate  in  your  In¬ 
troduction,  (p.  13.)  by  thofe  that  want  not  Lei - 
fure ,  Learnings  nor  Underftanding ,  as  there  are 
undoubtedly  fuch  among  the  Clergy ,  yet  thy  Fal¬ 
lacies  are  lo  obvious,  that  one,  with  a  fmall 
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Share  of  either,  may  difcover  them..  To  make 
a  Jeft  of  ferious  Things  is  both  a  Sin  and  a 
Folly,  but  as  you  have  treated  Divinity  ludi- 
croufty,  it  can  be  neither  to  retort  the  Laugh 
upon  you.  If  any  thing  ferious  fhould  drop 
in,  confider  it  as  thrown  away  to  you,  but  de- 
fign’d  for  fome  of  your  Pupils,  who  have  not 
loft  all  Remains  of  Religion,  but  have  now 
and  then  a  Twinge  of  Confcience,  and  a  fe- 
cret  Touch  of  Compunction  and  Remorfe  left 
for  ufing  with  Irreverence,  and  Language  that 
would  not  become  a  Porter  to  his  Superior, 
that  Being  who  gracioufly  defcended  from  above 
to  fave  the  loft  Race  of  Man. 

To  begin  then  :  Pray  what  do  you  mean 
(p.  i.)  by  thofe  who  have  miraculously 
fupported  the  Gofpel  Miracles  againft  Mr.  Woo l- 
ston  ?  Would  you  infer  that  Mr.  Woolftotf s 
Reafonings,  in  Oppofition  to  them  were  fo 
ftrong  that  nothing  but  new  wrought  Miracles 
could  refute  •,  the  Gentlemen  who  have  an- 
fwered  him  have  made  ufe  of  none  but  plain 
Arguments,  and  Inferences  drawn  from  the 
Text.  Here  then  is  the  Banner  fet  up,  under 
which  all  Unbelievers  were  invited  to  lift  \  but 
he  has  been  worfted  by  feveral  Combatants, 
tho*  of  all  that  have  appeared  againft  him,  fay 
you,  "The  Author  of  the  Trial  of  the  JVitneffes 
of  the  Refurreftion  of  Jefus  has ,  in  Defence  of 
that  Miracle ,  excelled  the  reft ,  and  hitherto 
gained  an  indifputable  Conqueft ,  which  has 
reached  to  the  remoteft  Corners  of  Infidelity ,  none 
having  replied  to  fo  triumphant  a  Piece.  I  fancy, 
dear  Coufin  Moraf  thou  art  lately  come  from 
thofe  remotest  Corners,  and  like  the 
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Knight-Errants  of  Old,  runs  a  Tilt  at  every 
thing  the  World  holds  facred  ;  Thou  art  cer¬ 
tainly  defended  from  Don-ghiixote ,  JVoolfton 
is  the  Magician  which  has  dreft  thee  up  a 
Dulciena ,  and  called  it  Truth,  but  fo  frightful 
that  you  are  for  encountering  all  others  that 
have  real  Charms,  to  bring  them  upon  the 
fame  difagreeable  Level  with  the  Miftrefs  of 
your  own  fhort-fighted  Idea.  —  Prithee,  dear 
Coufin,  tell  me  fincerely,  Art  not  thou  one  of 
the  Difciples  of  the  famous  Moral  Philofopher , 
that  we  heard  of  lately  from  Carolina  ?  Art  thou 
not  come  from  that  Land  of  Liberty  and  Infi¬ 
delity,  where  he  had  eflablifhed  his  City  of 
Refuge  \  for  what  fignifies  Law,  or  Society  ? 
A  Man  may  break  thro’  all,  if  he  has  but  Sin¬ 
cerity,  It  is  this  Sort  of  Sincerity  which  dif- 
pofes  you  to  publifh  your  Sentiments,  not- 
withflanding  fome  of  your  Friends  have  told 
you  that  the  Frial  of  the  TVitneJfes  has  ftruck  all 
Infidels  dumb ,  none  daring  to  be  bold  enough  to 
reply ,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  done  without  Danger , 
therefore  it  had  not  yet  been  anfwered  ;  but  you 
are  hardy  enough  to  do  it  notwithflanding, 
and  cannot  believe  that  fo  generous  an  Anta- 
gonift  would  ever  take  fo  mean  an  Advantage ,  or 
be  guilty  of  fo  much  Fraud  to  lay  it  as  a  Trap 
for  fome  unwary  Perjon  that  fhould  unfortunately 
dijfent  from  his  Opinion .  I  think  the  Tenour 
of  your  whole  Treatife  is  to  fhew  that  you  be- 
dieye  nothing  but  what  is  apparent  and  mani- 
feff:  to  your  Senfes  :  You  know  the  Laws  of 
the  Land,  and  have  all  the  Reafon  in  the 
World  to  expe£l  their  being  put  in  Force  v/hen 
you  offend  them.  Can  your  Belief  be  fo  ftrong 
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iipon  Suppofition  only,  when  the  Safety  of  your 
Perfon  is  concerned  ;  and  yet  can  believe  no¬ 
thing  to  further  the  Salvation  of  your  Soul  ? 
but  prithee,  what  made  you  imagine  that  all 
Infidels  are  ftruck  dumb,  when  the  Gentlemen 
told  you  fo,  you  could  very  plainly  have  in¬ 
formed  them  to  the  contrary ;  for  you  know 
they  are  fo  far  from  being  ftruck  dumb,  that 
there  are  Swarms  of  your  Pupils  in  every  Part 
of  the  Town,  who  frequent  all  Coffee-houfes 
and  Places  of  public  Refort,  fpreading  their 
pernicious  Tenets,  treating  the  Supreme  Being 
and  all  Religion  with  the  greateft  Irreverence, 
they  profefs  nothing  but  Morality,  and  yet  are 
altogether  deftitute  of  good  Manners  *,  the  li¬ 
vening  at  thofe  Orgies  commonly  begins  with 
fome  trite  Obfervations  in  Politicks,  as  the  Li¬ 
quor  begins  to  work  the  Converfation  (if  fuch 
incoherent  Chatter  can  be  fo  called)  is  feafon’d 
with  fome  neighbourly  Scandal,  and  bawdy 
Jells,  and  when  their  Brains  are  quite  intoxi¬ 
cated,  they  mount  to  the  fame  Pitch  of  Reafon 
as  you  have  foar’d,  cavil  at  the  Scripture,  and 
make  the  Revealed  Religion  the  Butt  of  their 
low  Witticifms  and  fantaflic  Ridicule,  to  the 
great  Offence  of  all  fober  well-difpofed  Men, 
and  their  own  Confufion.  Blefs  us !  How 
much  more  harmlefs  are  we,  confined  to  our 
Cells,  than  thefe  Madmen  that  are  permitted 
to  fly  thus  wild  about  Town.  The  Indulgence 
of  our  Government  i«  fo  great,  that  rather  than 
hurt  Liberty,  Men  are  fuffered  to  deviate  into 
downright  Licentioufnefs  :  Thus  the  moft  da¬ 
ring  Blafphemies  are  uttered  with  Impunity  ; 
this  you  could  not  but  know,  and  being  willing 

to 
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to  outdo  them  all,  have  ventured  to  print  your 
crude  undigefted  Notions,  which  is  the  Scum 
of  what  thefe  Libertines  utter,  taken  off*  and 
fet  apart  to  be  preferved  by  itfelf.  Like  all 
iniquitous  Perfons,  ye  encreafe  by  Degrees, 
beginning  firft  with  fmall  Offences,  till  at  laft 
you  arrive  at  a  Perpetration  of  the  word  of 
Crimes  %  but  don’t  flatter  yourfelf,  becaufe  you 
come  off  in  fome  Things,  that  you  are  to  go 
on  fo  always  :  I  knew  a  poor  Creature  once 
who  might  have  pafs’d  thro*  Life  unheeded, 
had  not  her  frantic  Obftinacy  made  her  con- 
fpicuous ;  fhe,  tho’  one  of  the  meaneft  Sub¬ 
jects  in  the  Kingdom,  could  not  be  content 
with  quietly  enjoying  the  Benefits  fhe  fhared 
in  common  with  others,  but  muft  take  upon 
her,  where-ever  fhe  went,  to  difpute  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Title.  In  thefe  Flights  fhe  feveral  times 
utter’d  Things  that  amounted  to  little  lefs 
than  Treafon,  but  however,  the  Perfons  that 
heard  her,  in  Companion  to  her  Frenzy,  over¬ 
look’d  it,  till  at  laft  Coufin  Nan  was  grown 
fo  confirm’d  in  her  Jacobitifm  that,  fir’d  with 
the  Hopes  of  being  fomething  remarkable, 
and  being  told  by  fome  of  her  Backers,  that 
the  worft  they  could  do  to  her  would  be  to 
make  her  a  State-Prifoner,  and  allow  her  Six 
and  Eight-pence  a  Day,  fhe  in  the  Height  of 
her  Political  Frenzy,  went  about  curfing  the 
King,  but  an  honeft  plain  Thinking  Juftice  of 
the  Peace,  who  knew  Law  and  Obedience 
better  than  the  Freedom  of  Reafon,  which  you 
would  preach  up,  thought  proper  to  commit 
her  to  Bridewell  to  be  whipp’d.  Now,  tho’ 
moft  People  might  think  her  Punifhment  but 
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juft,  yet  I  warrant  you,  Coufin  Nan  might 
Reafon  like  you,  for  to  be  fure  fhe  was  ftncere , 
fhe  might,  even  under  theLafhes  of  the  Keeper, 
have  ufed  fome  of  your  florid  Sentences.  Lord! 
Sir,  fhe  might  have  faid,  (p.  2.)  If  the  Caufe 
of  'Truth  Jhould  he  efpoufedy  fhe  that  attempts  to 
do  it  fhould  he  horn  with ,  though  fhe  makes  as 
unfafhionable  an  appearance  as  I  do .  It  brings 
as  much  Scandal  to  the  Caufe ,  as  the  P  erf  on  that 
fuppreffes  Reafon  by  Power.  Then  perhaps 
Grum  might  be  in  a  Paffion,  and  give  her  a 
Stroke  or  two  extraordinary ;  Lard,  Sir,  fays 
fhe.  He  cannot  he  a  good  Man  that  commits  fuch 
Oppreffion ,  nor  can  that  he  a  good  Caufe  which 
requires  it. 

It  is  not  criminal,  to  be  fare,  to  fearch  after 
Truth,  but  carping  and  cavilling  only  ferve 
to  difguife  it.  How  eafy  is  it  for  any  Man  to 
fit  down  and  afk  feveral  perplexing  Queries, 
only  to  confound  any  Caufe  whatever,  as  your 
fophiftical  One,  (p.  2.)  If  it  he  not  proper  to 
enquire  after  Truths  Truth  is  not  fit  to  he  known ^ 
if  it  he  juft  and  lawful  to  fearch  after  Truths  I 
hope  it  will  not  he  criminal  to  find  it  on  any  Side. 
What  a  prodigious  Creature  mull  you  be,  that 
upwards  of  Seventeen  hundred  Years,  after 
what  the  Generality  of  Mankind  has  acknew- 
ledged  for  Truth,  you,  in  your  great  Wifdom, 
find  to  be  all  a  Lie,  and  make  not  only  Divine 
Infpiration  deceitful,  but  the  greateft  Men  in 
the  feveral  Ages  they  have  lived,  (who,  with¬ 
out  any  Offence  to  your  Worfhip,  have  at  leafl 
fhewn  as  much  Senfe  and  Reafon  as  you )  ei¬ 
ther  ftupid  Ignorants,  or  the  worft  of  Villains, 
in  propagating  a  known  Fraud.  What  Infe- 
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fence  can  we  draw  from  this,  but  that  a  Series 
of  the  greateft  Names,  long  reverenced  in  Anti¬ 
quity,  have  been  Fools  and  Blockheads,  and 
you  only  are  born,  at  laft,  with  Redfon  to  find 
out  Truth,  which  has  fo  long  lain  hid,  like 
the  Fly  in  the  Fable,  who  perch’d  on  a  Pillar 
in  the  Dome  of  St.  Paul9 s,  to  (hew  his  Skill  in 
Archite&ure,  finds  Fault  with  the  whole  Fa¬ 
bric,  and  calls  Wren  a  Bungler. 

In  Reas’ning  Pride ,  my  Friend,  our  Error  lies , 
All  quit  their  Sphere,  and  rujh  into  the  Skies  -3 
Pride  ft  ill  is  aiming  at  the  hleft  Abodes , 

Men  would  be  Angels ,  Angels  would  be  Gods . 

But  by  your  next  Queries,  we  can  fcarce  tell 
what  to  make  of  you  %  “  If,  fay  you,  it  be 
not  proper  to  enquire  after  Truth,  left  it 
66  fhould  be  found  on  the  Side  of  Unbelievers, 
<c  and  Infidelity  fhould  reign  among  us,  is  it 
“  then  fit  that  Fraud  and  Falfhood,  and  Ty- 
“  ranny,  and  Perfecution,  and  Slavery,  and 
“  violent  perverting  of  Juftice  and  Judgment, 
<c  fhould  reign  in  a  Nation,  and  a  Form  of 
“  Godlinefs,  without  the  Truth  of  it,  fhould 
form  the  Manners  of  a  People  ?  Which 
u  muft  be  the  Confequence  of  fupprefting 
<c  Truth  and  Liberty,  for  fear  Infidelity  fhould 
“  flourifh.”  Upon  this,  and  fome  other  Ex¬ 
pressions  of  yours,  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  we 
had  a  Debate  among  us,  what  you  could  pofti- 
bly  be  *,  a  Moral  Philofopher  !  No,  no,  you 
are  a  Jew  *,  if  not  that,  you  are  no  Principle 
at  all  :  You  would  enquire  after  Truth  that 
Infidelity  may  reign  ;  that  is,  you  would  have 
all  Order  and  Society  deftroyed,  no  Rule  to 
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guide  our  Actions  by,  but  every  Man  have  the 
Liberty  of  adting  as  he  pleafes,  which  muff 
be  the  Confequence  of  aboJifhing  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  and  fubflituting  your  Enquiry  in  the 
room  thereof-,  you  are  as  much  a  Bigot  toDif- 
belief  as  any  Perfon  car*  be  to  Faith,  and  lay 
as  much  Strefs  upon  your  boafted  Reafon,  as 
the  mod  zealous  Methodift  can  do  on  the  in¬ 
ward  Light :  You  are  as  much  wrapt  up  in 
your  own  dear  Knowledge,  as  they  are  in  the 
Didlates  of  the  Spirit :  If  you  are  for  efta- 
blifhing  this  Natural  Religion,  you  had  better 
quit  all  civilized  Society,  and  herd  with  the 
wild  Indians ,  who  profefs  it  in  more  Purity 
*  than  you  can  poffibly  pretend  to.  Your  Stage 
Rants,  (p.  4.)  give  no  Sandlion  to  your  Ar¬ 
gument,  and  what  becomes  Cato  there,  founds 
profane  in  the  Mouth  of  a  Man  who  owns  a 
Deity  :  "The  Searcher  at  leaf  Jhews  Truth  in  his 
Heart ,  and  if  he  find  it  no  where  elfe ,  he  has 
the  SatisjaEiin  to  find  it  there:  Any  Man,  ob- 
ftinately  Wife  in  his  own  Conceit,  may  fay  as 
much  •,  but  to  apply  it  to  a  Divine  Revelation 
is  too  profane  to  need  any  Comment. 

5 Tis  not  in  Mortals  to  command  Succefs , 

But  we9 ll do  more  {fays Cato)  we'll  deferve  it. 

Is  it  meritorious  then  to  difpute  the  Divine 
Will,  and  fet  yourfelf  to  mate  with  the  Al¬ 
mighty  ;  poor  feeble  Worm  !  You  certainly 
thought  yourfelf  in  your  Cell  when  you  faid 
this,  or  had  your  great  Example  Julian ,  the 
A  pollute,  the  proto  Moral  Philofopher ,  before 
your  Eyes ;  But  I  would  have  you  remember 
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that  after  all  his  Rea/on  and  Sincerity,  he  was 
convinced,  at  laft,  that  he  was  wrong. 

Your  whole  Train  of  Argument  is  levelled 
again  it  Tradition,  and  what  is  handed  down 
to  us  ;  you  feem,  in  ftveral  Places,  not  to 
own  that  the  Sacred  Books  of  the  Evangelifts 
are  of  their  own  writing,  yet  appeal  to  that 
very  Circumftance  for  corroborating  your  own 
Side  of  the  Queftion,  you  wont  give  any  Cre¬ 
dit  to  Writings  that  are  no  tv  extant,  and  which 
any  Body  is  at  Liberty  to  perufe  *,  but  you  break 
forth  with  a  triumphant  Exclamation,  Who 
knows  not  that  Porphyry,  Celsus,  and 
others  wrote  Books  which  contained  what  the 
Chriftians  thought  were  heft  anfwered  by  ftifling 
and  burning.  I  don’t  in  the  lead:  Queftion, 
but  many  of  the  molt  flagrant  Writings  which 
have  been  juflly  fentenced  to  be  deftroyed  by 
the  Hands  of  the  Common  Hangman  will, 
among  the  abandon’d  Part  of  Mankind,  find 
fome  as  warm  Advocates  as  you  are  for  thefe 
antient  Anti  chriftians.  You  afk,  (p.  6.)  If  it 
is  not  right  for  thofe  who  would  examine  the 
\ Truth  of  Things,  to  endeavour  to  hear  both  Par - 
tie,  ?  Audi  et  alteram  Partem,  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  Motto  of  a  juft  Judge,  but  fhall 
every  opinionative  Whipfter  fet  up  for  a  De¬ 
cider  of  the  moll  important  Debates  ?  When 
a  Man  has  been  a  long  Time,  in  Poflfeflion  of 
in  mdifputable  Right,  fhall  he  put  it  to  the 
Hazard  with  every  Caviller  that  fhall  ftart  up, 
who  has  more  Words  but  lefs  Reafon  than  the 
plain  Ample  PofTcfibr  ?  You  feem  to  fet  your 
felf  up  as  a  fudge,  what  Authority  you  have  I 
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know  not,  but  you  feem  to  me  to  have  no 
more  Qualifications  than  what  any  Petty  Clerk 
in  Chancery-Lane  might  pretend  to.  Confefs 
ingenuoully,  Coufin  Morale  did  not  you  take 
your  Degrees  there?  Your  Stile  favours  ftrong- 
ly  of  the  Examiner’s  Dcfk,  and  your  whole 
Performance  is  but  a  Common-place  of  trite 
Sentences  colle£ted  together  at  the  'Temple  Chop-, 
houfie.  The  crude  Indigestions  of  disturbed 
Minds  in  Perfons,  who  not  being  proper  to 
give  any  Credit,  would  deftroy  all  Veracity  in 
others,  like  the  common  Strumpets  of  the 
Town,  who  having  loft  all  Virtue  and  Mo- 
defty  themfelves,  would  endeavour  to  defame 
the  reft  of  their  Sex  to  reduce  them  to  their 
own  wretched  Level. 

You  fay,  (p.  7.)  That  this  Argument  ought 
not  to  he  conftrued  the  calling  in  Queftion  the 
Fruth  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  :  How  can  that 
be  ?  If  you  invalidate  the  Evidences  of  the 
Refurreftion  of  Chrift,  the  whole  Fabric  falls 
to  the  Ground,  and  we  muft  ceaie  to  believe 
in  what  has  prevailed  univerfally  in  the  World  ; 
I  fay  univerfally ,  though  you  are  pleafed  to 
con  trad  i6S  it,  (p.  8.)  with  this  Addition,  that 
where-ever  it  has  prevailed ,  neither  fraud  nor 
Force  have  been  wanting  to  make  it  prevail  \  yet 
in  a  few  Lines  you  acknowledge  that  the  Pro¬ 
mulgators  of  Chrift ianity  did  not  eftablijh  it  by 
Force ,  but  when  they  had  the  Power  they 
made  worfe  Havock  than  the  Mahometans. 
I  wonder,  my  dear  Coufin  Moral ,  that  you, 
who  are  fo  warm  an  Advocate  for  the  Jews , 
could  over-look  a  Thing  that  is  obvious  to 
every  Body  :  The  Jews ,  who  were  the  Perfe- 
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fecutors  of  Chrift  are  not  allowed  fuch  Privi¬ 
leges,  nor  treated  with  fo  much  Civility  among 
the  Infidel  Turks,  as  the  mild  and  lenitive 
Chriftians  ;  they  are  in  thofe  Countries  held 
in  the  utmoft  Scorn  and  Deteftation,  but  are 
here  allowed  their  feveral  Cuftoms  and  Immu¬ 
nities:  If  they  have  ever  been  banifhed  from 
any  Chriftian  Country,  it  has  been  more  upon 
Account  of  their  bad  Behaviour  and  Morals  as 
Men,  than  any  Methods  made  ufe  of  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  embrace  Chriftianity  :  Where 
then  has  it  been  water’d  in  Blood  ?  You  will 
perhaps  mention  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft -In¬ 
dies  ;  but  their  Cruelties  were  the  Effe&s  of 
Avarice,  not  Chriftianity. 

I  repeat  it  again!  Thou  muft  certainly  be 
fome  Retailer  of  Dukes-Ptace,  or  fuch  wretched 
Stuff  could  never  fall  from  thy  Pen,  as  in 
(p.  12.)  And  in  cutting  off  him ,  who  was  the 
Mejftah ,  they  cut  off  all  the  Promifes  of  his 
Kingly  Government ,  and  their  Profperity  under  it . 
His  Blood  be  upon  us  and  our  Children ,  faid  the 
unbelieving  Jews ,  they  call’d  for  it,  and  juft 
Vengeance  has  purfued  them.  It  will  not  fure 
be  thought  Superftition  to  obferve,  that  ever 
fince  the  Death  of  our  Saviour,  they  have  been 
the  Outcafts  of  the  World  :  It  would  be  rea- 
fonable  to  imagine,  that  though  the  Chriftians 
perfecuted  them,  yet  thofe  Nations  who  had 
not  received  that  Doftrine,  and  extirpated  all 
who  had,  fhouid  card's  them  and  efteem  them, 
but  do  we  fee  any  fuch  Thing.  You  indeed 
take  their  Part,  by  throwing  a  moft  fcanda- 
lous  Jeft,  even  on  the  Divine  Being,  GOD 
his  Word  in  breaking  it ,  becaufe  he  told  them 
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he  would  break  it.  Was  ever  any  thing  fo  im- 
pioufly  ludicrous !  Nothing  but  a  Madman 
could  have  utter’d  luch  an  ExprefTion  ;  and 
however  you  may  pretend  that  your  Breaft  is 
open  to  Conviction,  yet  whilft  you  perfift,  you 
but  confirm  yourfelf  more  a  Lunatic  :  And  in 
Hopes  that  Bedlam  may  bring  you  to  your 
proper  Senfes,  or  that  you  may  be  prevented 
from  making  Others  as  mad  as  yourfelf, 

1  remain  Yours ,  &c. 

The  TRIAL,  &c. 

f  ./ 

TH  E  Prefident  and  Senate  of  the  mo  if 
illuftrious  College  of  Bedlam,  being 
informed  that  feveral  of  their  Outlying- Mem¬ 
bers  were  very  bufy  about  the  Town  in  revi¬ 
ving  the  blafphemous  Tenets  of  the  infamous 
Mr.  IV,  particularly  that  one  more  hardy  and 
audacious  than  the  ref):,  had  publifhed  a  Rhap^ 
fody  of  all  the  disjointed  Sentences  and  Que¬ 
ries  of  the  Club  of  Infidels  collected  together, 
which  he  had  been  mad  enough  to  publifh  to 
the  World,  under  the  Title  of  The  Refurrec- 
tion  of  JESUS  conjidered ,  in  Anfwer  to  the 
Trial  of  the  Witneffes  ;  affigned  a  Day  for  the 
Author  thereof  to  ihew  Caufe  why  he  fhould 
not  be  called  in,  and  clofe  confin’d  to  the 
Ward  of  the  Incurables  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  gave  their  Keepers  ftridb  Orders  to  find 
out  the  faid  Offender,  and  bring  him  before 
them  at  the  Day  appointed. 
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The  Court  being  fate,  and  the  Cryer  having 
made  his  Oyer ,  &£ .  the  Officers  who  were  leat 
in  Queft  of  the  Culprit,  were  called  upon  to 
know  if  they  had  done  their  Duty,  when  one 
of  them  informed  the  Prefident,  that  he  had 
fearched  all  the  Places  prefcribea  in  his  In- 
ftruttions,  but  without  Effedt,  and  had  not 
found  him  at  laft,  but  by  mere  Accident  :  I 
was  dire&ed,  faid  he,  to  look  for  him  among 
People  of  fober  Life  and  Converfation  *,  the 
*  SlNC  erity  he  makes  fuch  a  Pother  about, 
having  induced  your  Worffiips  to  think  he 
frequented  none  but  fuch  Company  ;  they  all 
declared  they  knew  nothing  of  him,  and  ab¬ 
horred  his  Do&rine  *  and  one  of  them  more 
particularly  diredled  me  to  obferve  the  Haunts 
of  fome  of  the  mofl  nororious  young  Rakes 
and  Libertines,  that  I  might  very  probably 
find  him  at  fome  of  their  dark  midnight 
Meetings,  holding  forth  to  their  ihallow 
Heads,  with  a  magifterial  Pride  and  Autho¬ 
rity,  and  endeavouring  to  teach  them  how  to 
be  wicked  by  Rule,  and  to  Reafon  themfelves 
into  Licentioufnefs  and  the  Abide  of  their  Na¬ 
tural  Parts.  I  accordingly  took  his  Advice, 
and  found  the  Conclave  of  Infidels,  with  their 
new  elected  Pope  at  their  Head,  perverting 
all  Order,  and  turning  the  moft  facred  Things 
into  Ridicule  :  The  Foundation  of  their  Sen¬ 
timents  laid  before  them,  fo  I  made  bold  to 
bring  the  Book,  the  Author,  and  moft  of .  his 
Pupils  along  with  me.  It  was  at  a  Publick- 
Houfe  indeed  where  they  met,  and  were  thus 
exercifing  their  Talents  over  their  Cups ;  the 
Landlord  complained  of  it,  and  abufed  me  for 
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a  Breach  of  Liberty,  as  he  call’d  it,  faying 
that  they  were  Men  of  Wit,  and  it  was  a 
Shame  that  their  Notions  fhould  be  tied  down 
to  the  fame  Level  as  thofe  dull  Brutes  who  do 
nothing  but  believe  what’s  told  them  ;  and  be- 
Tides  that,  if  this  Topic  of  Difcourfe  was  taken 
away,  he  and  feveral  other  honed  Publicans, 
who  now  pay  their  Taxes  regularly,  would 
lofe  their  bed  Cudomers,  and  be  obliged  to 
fhut  up  their  Doors  ;  for  that  the  fprightly 
young  Gentlemen  about  Town,  would  have 
nothing  left  to  talk  about  when  they  met. 
However,  not  regarding  this,  I  brought  them 
all  away. 

The  Prefident  then  ordering  him  to  be  fet 
at  the  Bar,  he  appear’d,  and  the  Counfel  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  open  the  Charge  againd  him. 

Conn .  I  am  forry  that  I  am  obliged  to  ap¬ 
pear  againd  a  Man  who  fhews  fome  Wit  in 
his  Refearches,  tho’  it  is  applied  to  a  very  bad 
Ufe.  The  Author  of  The  Refurrettion  of  Je - 
fus  confider’d ,  has  raked  into  all  the  Filth  of 
the  fird  Oppugners  of  Chridianity,  and  brings 
it  upon  the  Tapis  now,  when  the  Nation  is 
wavering  between  Infidelity  and  Belief,  he  not 
only  dies  in  the  Face  of  Authority,  but  treats 
the  mod  facred  Things  in  the  mod  profane  and 
ridiculous  Light,  to  make  the  Chridian  Reli¬ 
gion  be  difedeem’d,  he  endeavours  to  make 
it  contemptible,  and  affomes  to  himfelf  a  Pre¬ 
rogative  of  calling  in  Quedion  the  Wild  am 
of  GOD,  in  manifeding  himfelf  to  the  World: 
To  difpute  upon  that  Subject,  would  fhew  me 
as.didradled  a3  him  ;  our  fird  Charge  againd 
him  is  that  Charity  indru&s  us  to  fay  of  him, 
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That  he  is  not  in  his  Senfes,  which,  notwith- 
(landing  he  pretends  to  be  poftefled  of  in  a  De¬ 
gree  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  Mankind,  paying 
no  Regard  to  the  facred  Oracles,  he  treats  them 
as  familiarly  as  a  Schoolboy’s  Lefton,  and 
with  as  much  Contempt,  for  the  very  fame 
Reafon,  becaufe  he  does  not  underftand  the 
Meaning  of  them.  He  therefore  trdfting  to 
the  Light  of  an  Ignis  Fatuus ,  his  own  Reafon 
denies  all  the  Light  and  Irifpi  ration  we  receive 
from  above,  and  being  benighted  himfelf,  is 
,  willing  to  have  others  for  his  Companions, 
he  fets  up  the  fimple  Ideas  of  Nature,  as  the 
only  true  Religion,  (his  Treatife  is  now  before 
the  Court)  and  Infpiratien ,  fays  he,  (p.  12.) 
is  the  only  Foundation  any  falfe  Religion  can  lay 
claim  to,  and  he  fupported  by.  The  true  Reli¬ 
gion  has  no  need  of  it ,  9  Us  founded  on  the  eter¬ 
nal  Attributes  of  the  Deity,  and  the  invariable 
Nature ,  Reafon  and  Fitncfs  of  Things  :  No  Im- 
poftor  can  build  upon  this  Foundation ,  which  is 
of  an  original  unchangeable  Nature.  It  can  pro¬ 
duce  nothing  but  Truth  :  It  is  bright  as  the  hea¬ 
venly  Light ,  and  free  from  all  Ambiguities  :  Re¬ 
ligion  flowing  from  this  Principle  has  univerfal 
Benevolence ,  and  is  univer fully  extended  to  all  that 
feek  the  Knowledge  of  it.  It  makes  all  Men 
happy  that  embrace  it  \  it  perfectly  fatisfies  all 
Doubts,  and  gives  every  troubled  Soul  unfhaken 
Reft.  Every  Man’s  Station  in  Life ,  and  the 
common  Underftanding  inherent  in  Man’s  Nature , 
is  fufficient ,  without  Skill  in  Books  and  Langua¬ 
ges,  to  lead  him  to  the  necejfary  Knowledge  of  his 
Faith  and  Obedience.  Here’s  a  fine  Plea  for 
Ignorance  j  every  Pagan  could  have  faid  as 
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much,  yet  the  Light  of  Nature,  thus  boafted  of 
by  this  elaborate  Writer,  led  them  into  many 
Errors,  and  multiplied  their  Gods  fuitable  to  their 
Pafiions.  He  is  for  reducing  Men  to  a  Level 
with  Brute  Beafts  ;  Inftindt  teaches  them  to  a£t 
in  their  feveral  Capacities,  according  to  the  in¬ 
variable  Nature,  Reafon  and  Fitnefs  of  Things  ; 
but  Man  being  endued  with  more  noble  Facul¬ 
ties,  greater  Works  are  expected  from  him  ; 
every  Man  may  be  faved  without  Skill  in  Books 
and  Languages  :  But  this  Author  is  making  Ig¬ 
norance  the  Mother  of  Devotion  indeed  ;  becaufe 
a  Man  may  know  his  Obedience  in  a  Savage 
Nation  :  Is  he  therefore  never  to  feek  to  attain 
higher  ?  An  Advocate  for  ignorant  Brutality, 
may  be  expedted  to  be  an  Enemy  to  Revelation. 

After  beftowing  all  thefe  fine  Encomiums  on 
his  new  dreft  up  Philofophy,  you  fhall  hear  how 
he  treats  the  Chriftian  Religion:  But  pretended 
Infpiration ,  fays  he,  (diftindf  from  what  he  before 
faid)  fubjetts  Man’s  Conference  to  arbitrary  Willy 
not  known  till  revealed ,  nor  even  theny  and  ever 
liable  to  Alteration  at  Pleafure,yet  never  to  be  queft 
tioned.  ’Pis  capable  of  as  many  Deceptions  as  every 
Impofter  pleafes :  ’Pis  the  only  plaufible  Pretence 
that  is  able  to  thruft  out  Pruth ,  and  introduce  Falfe~ 
hood  in  its  room.  It  has  fanfitified  the  great  eft  En • 
ormities ,  and  eftablifhed  the  greateft  Nonfenfe  for  the 
Will  and  Wrifdom  of  GOD.  It  is  capable  of  doing 
any  Mifchief ,  and  of  fetting  up  any  Impojitions ,  of 
deftroying  the  Liberties  of  Mankind ,  of  demohjhing 
Virtue ,  of  dethroning  Reafon ,  of  advancing  Py- 
ranny ,  of  fetting  up  the  moft  brutal  Idolatry ,  and 
the  moft  unnatural  Barbarity  for  the  Worfhip  of 
the  Deity.  And  all  this  it  has  done  ;  it  has  been 
the  Parent  of  all  fan  lifted  Villainy ,  of  all  Religious 
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Lies,  and  lying  Wonders,  of  every  Thing  that  is 
impious  and  falfe  in  the  Name  of  GOD,  of  every 
Thing  that  is  fcandalous  of  GOD ,  and  'pernicious  to 
Man  *,  and  can  fuch  a  Foundation  as  this  he  the 
hefl  to  build  a  Religion  upon  ?  Reafon  anfwers. 
No! 

I  believe  there  never  was  fuch  a  Charge 
brought  againft  Chriftianity  before  !  And  for 
any  Man  to  bring  it  upon  his  bare  ipfe  Dixit , 
fhews  him  little  better  than  a  Fool  or  a  Madman  ; 
what  muft  he  think  of  the  Legiflature  ?  that 
can  hear  fuch  an  Harangue  againft  the  eftablilh’d 
Religion  of  their  Country,  to  go  unpunifh’d 
To  fiy  in  the  Face  of  Authority,  and  deftroy  the 
Band  and  Tie  of  Society,  is  what  muft  be  the 
natural  Confequence  of  agreeing  with  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  Opinion  *,  all  Government  muft  be  dif- 
folved,  the  Oaths  and  Orders  that  cement  it, 
lofe  their  Energy,  and  fink  of  Courfe  :  And  if 
it  is  an  eftablifhed  Maxim,  that  he  who  denies 
the  Power  of  a  Government  forfeits  all. Claim  to 
Protection  from  it,  therefore,  in  this  Refpe<5t,  he 
is  moft  juftly  to  be  deem’d  a  Lunatic  ;  but  if  he 
would  think  a  little,  the  Doftrine  of  the  New 
Teft ament  is  far  from  encouraging  any  of  thefe 
Enormities  he  has  mentioned  ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  does  not  fubject  Man’s  Conduct  to  an  arbi¬ 
trary  Will,  but  by  giving  him  proper  Rules  and 
Inftrudtions  to  regulate  that  Conduct,  reftrains 
the  head-ftrong  Fury  of  his  Paftions,  which  he 
mifconftrues  Reafon  :  He  is  mighty  fond  of  that 
Word,  but  he  fhould  firft  fhew  us  that  there  is 
an  unalterable  Standard  for  that,  before  he  pre¬ 
tends  to  make  it  controul,  and  call  in  Queftion 
the  Divine  Will  and  Power.  Shall  the  Created 
give  Law  to  the  Creator  ?  or  the  Yeffel  fay  to 
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the  Potter,  why  fhaped  thou  me  fo  ?  He  makes 
no  Diftincdion  between  pure  Religion  and  Super- , 
ftition,  and  is  as  much  a  Bigot  to  his  Reafon^T\i\ch 
is  nothing  but  Pride ,  as  the  mod  reclufe  Roman 
Catholic  can  be  to  his  Beads  and  Crucifix,  to 
root  out  the  bad  Forms  and  Innovations  that  are 
crept  into  the  Church,  he  is  for  deftroying  all 
Manner  of  Worfhip.  If  therefore  you  confider 
the  Confequences  of  thus  fpreading  Infidelity, 
you  will  confine  this  Man  and  his  Adherents  to 
his  Ceil,  and  not  fuffer  fuch  Lunatics  to  wander 
about  ^oing  Mifchief. 

Auth .  I  defire  to  be  heard,  I  defire  no  Council 
nor  Affiftance,  my  Reafon  is  equal  to  all  •,  I  own 
myfelf  an  Infidel ;  I  have  own’d  it  in  the  plained 
Terms  that  can  be  in  my  Writings.  Is  it  crimi¬ 
nal  to  enquire  on  what  Foundation  our  Faith  and 
Profefiion  is  ?  IVherefore  Jhould  it  be  thought  more 
heinous  to  examine  Why  than  What  we  believe ; 

1  believe  that  the  Faith  you  fo  much  boafl  of  \  to  be 
the  Miraculous  Effect  of  the  mighty  Influence  of  in¬ 
vincible  Grace ,  that  it  is  nothing  but  the  artful 
Production  of  early  Education ,  received  from  un - 
]ueftionable  Authority  :  And  who  do  I  injure  in 
this  ?  Not  the  Faith  of  the  Eledt ;  for  the  Al¬ 
mighty  Power  of  irrefidible  Grace  is  engaged  for 
their  Protection  ;  they  are  ordain’d  to  eternal 
Life  for  Believing,  and  I,  for  being  an  Infidel, 
mud  take  my  Chance  ( p .  8.) 

Corn .  Then  all  your  boafted  Light  of  Reafon 
dill  leaves  you  in  the  Dark,  and  you  are  difplay- 
ing  your  difcerning  Talents  at  the  Rifque  of  your 
Salvation  :  Or  how  can  you  believe  there  is  Sal¬ 
vation,  or  any  State  after  Death  \  for  you  will  be¬ 
lieve  Nothing  but  what  you  fee  *,  IVhat  no  Man’s 
Senfes  ever  difcerned  was  never  the  ObjeCl  of  any 
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Man's  Senfe  (fay you  page  62.)  If  a  Stone  appeared 
to  roll  up  a  Hill  of  its  own  Accord  to  my  Sight ,  1 
Ihould  think  I  had  Reafon  to  queftion  the  Veracity  of 
my  Eye  Sight  or  of  the  Object.  Therefore  1  cannot 
admit  of  the  like  Fall  on  the  Evidence  Gf  Others . 
Now  it  is  probable,  that  you  never  faw  a  depar¬ 
ted  Spirit,  and  becaufe  you  have  not  you  are  con¬ 
vinced  there  is  no  fuch  Thing,  and  if  not  no 
State  of  Eternal  Happinefs  or  Mifery.  To  what 
End  then  is  all  your  writing  and  arguing,  only 
to  fet  fimple  People  together  by  the  Ears,  about 
what  can  be  no  ways  ferviceable  to  them  either 
here  or  hereafter. 

Auth.  It  is  my  Love  of  Truth,  it  is  Virtue  in 
a  Man  to  fearch  after  Truth,  tho’  he  may  not  find 
it  •,  but  it  is  none  to  find  Truth  without  fearching 
for  it,  for  this  fhews  no  Regard  to  it,  but  the 
Searcher  at  leaft  fhews  Truth  in  Heart.  I  mean 
not  to  vindicate  Mr.  Woolfion ,  that  bold  unfor¬ 
tunate  Man,  who,  as  he  fingly  combated  the 
whole  Priefthood,  on  him  the  Weight  of  the 
whole  Priefthood  fell  ;  but  my  Defign  is  not  to 
regard  the  Perfons  of  the  Difputants,  but  the 
Subject, 

Coun.  And  it  mull:  be  confefs5d  that  you  have 
made  pretty  free  with  them  in  luch  a  low  ludi¬ 
crous  Stile,  that  nothing  but  Lunacy  can  plead  the 
Jeaft  Excufe  for  you,  I  donst  doubt  but  there  are 
many  Reverend  Gentlemen  that  are  fufficiently  a- 
ble  to  anfwer  the  Obje6lions  you  have  raifed  to 
the  Evidence  of  the  Apoftle,  and  reconcile  the 
jarring  Differences  you  have  endeavoured  to  prove 
fubfifting  between  them  *,  that  is  not  my  Province, 
all  I  have  to  do  is  to  prove  your  irreverent  Ex- 
preflions,  by  which  you  difown  yourfelf  to  be  a 
Son  of  the  Church,  and  by  which  Bedlam  claims 
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you  as  her  own.  To  begin  there,  Mr.  Prefident,  yo 
will  obferve  at  his  firft  fetting  out  (p.  14.)  he  treats  the 
MeJJiah  with  no  more  Refpedt  than  he  would  a  common 
Perfon,  as  if  good  Manners  were  not  at  all  confiftent  with 
the  Tenets  of  a  Moral  Philofopher ,  and  all  his  Reason 
and  Natural  Right ,  can’t  teach  him  common  Civility. 
Without  any  Regard  to  Decency,  he  treats  the  Trinity 
with  that  Difrefpedt,  that  mull  make  every  One  fhudder 
that  reads  it.  In  comparing  the  Sign  of  'Jonah  with  our 
Saviour,  he  fays  (p.  18.)  the  Son  of  Man  was  to  lye 
three  Days  and  three  Nights  in  the  Heart  of  the  Earth  ; 
as  Jonah  did  three  Nights  in  the  Whale’s  Belly.  Whereas 
Jefus  lay  but  the  Time  of  one  Day  and  a  half,  that  is, 
two  Nights  and  a  Day,  if  he  did  for  ’tis  not  known  when 
the  Body  was  gone  ;  it  could  not  be  found  at  the  End  of 
the  Second  Night,  fo  that  at  molt  he  laid  but  half  the 
Time  of  three  Days  and  three  Nights  ■,  for  he  was  buried 
the  Evening  of  the  Preparation  Day,  and  was  not  at  the 
Sepulchre  at  the  Dawning  of  the  Day  which  follow’d  the 
Preparation,  and  according  to  common  Computation  and 
common  Senfe,  two  Nights  and  one  Day  cannot  be  three 
Nights  and  three  Days  ;  nor  can  any  Man  make  them  foy 
tho ’  he  preach  three  Days  and  Nights  about  it.  —  He  is  not 
content  with  thus  madly  railing  againft  the  Parit)  of  Jonas 
and  the  MeJJiah ,  but  he  proceeds  more  madly — No  doubty 
adds  he,  that  Gentlemen  who  can  work  Miracles  in  Words, 
may  do  it  alfo  in  Numbers,  nor  is  it  to  be  wonder’d  at, 
thofe  Spiritual  Arithmeticians,  who  can  make  one  to  be 
three,  and  three  to  be  one,  without  fubflradling  or  divid¬ 
ing  the  Three  or  adding  or  multiplying  the  One,  and  at 
the  fame  time  own  that  three  and  one  have  not  the  fame 
Meaning  ;  but  that  there  are  three  diftindl  Ones  in  three, 
&c.  I  fay,  it  is  not  to  be  wonder’d  at,  if  fuch  myflical 
AccomptantS,  fhould  make  one  and  a  half  to  be  three ; 
which  comes  nearer  the  Mark.  They  that  are  fo  well 
Ikilled  in  calling  a  Figure,  can  eafily  prove  that  in  the 
Second  Night ,  is  the  fame  as  after  the  third  Day,  and  that 
within  and  after  three  Days  are  equivalent,  however,  to 
compound  the  Matter,  it  may  be,  that  Jonah  laid  in  the 
Whale’s  Belly,  no  longer  than  Jefus  did  in  the  Grave,  or 
that  thofe  two  Stories  are  paralell,  that  is,  both  alike  true . 
If  this  is  not  the  Language  of  a  Bedlamite ,  I  fhould  be  glad 
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to  know  what  is.  If  this  vein  were  to  be  given  into, -we 
muft  fet  afide  all  Hiftory  and  Memorials  whatfoever,  and 
we  dont  know  whether  there  was  ever  fuch  a  State  as  A- 
thens ,  or  fuch  an  Empire  as  Rome.  Speaking  of  the 
Jew-Rules  hiring  the  Watchmen  to  report  a  Lie,  he  treats 
the  Apoftles  as  Nothing  but  a  Rawhead  and  Bloody  Bones 
to  frighten  Children  [/>.  30]  If  it  was  not  true ,  fays  he, 
could  they  not  have  invented  a  cleverer  Lye  ?  Why  did  they 
not  report  that  a  Banditti  of  the  Difciples  came  in  the  Night , 
fame  with  Clubs  and  Swords ,  others  in  White  Sheets  with 
dark  Lant horns,  &c.  and  drove  and  frightned  away  the 
Watch  being  few  in  Number ,  &c.  Then  like  the  reft  of  his 
brother  Madmen  he  is  very  fevere  upon  the  Priefthood. 
Thole  who  were  nothing  but  common  Watchmen  juft 
now,  are  now  to  lerve  a  Purpofe  become  brave  Roman 
Soldiers,  and  furely  !  Gentlemen  of  the  red  Cloth  have  fame 
Honour  and  Truth  in  them ,  as  well  as  the  Gentlemen  in 
Black  and  White . 

In  the  Heat  of  his  Frenzy  he  exceeds  his  Title  Page 
and  not  only  attacks  thofe  that  have  Faith  in  the  Refur- 
redlion,  but  even  in  the  Supreme  Being,  arguing  againft 
all  Appearances  of  Perfons  after  they  are  dead  and  the 
feveral  Stories  which  were  then  current  among  the  Jews 
of  that  kind,  [p.  32]  For  tho9  this  be  impojfible  to  Nature 
yet  9 tis  an  Article  of  Gofpel  Faith ,  that  with  God  all  things 
are  pojjible.  Therefore  fame  believe  that  Abfur dities  and 
Contradictions  arepojfible  to  the  Power  of  God He  can  raife 
up  Children  from  the  Loins  of  Abraham  out  of  the  Stones  of 
the  Streets. 

He  owns  that  he  cannot  believe  his  own  Eyes,  Why 
then  fho.uld  we  truft  his  Reafon  or  his  other  Senfes,  [p.  44] 
The  Evidence  of  any  Eye  Witnejfes  befides  our  Own  cannot  be 
depended  upon ,  for  fcarcely  can  we  depend  upon  our  own  ; 
And  then  he  compares  the  Chriftian  Religion  with  a  Ho¬ 
cus  pocits  Man,  Common  j uglers ,  fays  he,  by  the  Art  of  Le¬ 
gerdemain,  who  cannot  change  the  Nature  of  Things  can  de¬ 
ceive  my  Sight  ;  therefore  a  Miracle-worker  much  morer 
fince  it  is  eafier  to  deceive  the  Sight  than  work  a  Miracle. 

He  owns,  he  has  no  Notion  of  the  Evidence  of  the 
Spirit,  tho’  his  perverfe  Spirit  is  all  that  makes  him  con¬ 
tradict  the  Evidence  of  the  Refurreclion  given  in  the 
New  Teftament,  and  in  his  Frantic  Mood  he  falls  foul  of 
One  equally  as  Mad  as  himfelf.  The  Evidence  of  the 


Spirit  he  declares  is  the  only  Evidence  that  can  be  produc¬ 
ed  but  we  in  this  Age  have  almoft  loft  that ,  except  among 
the  Difciples  of  the  infpir’d  Mr.  Whitefield  who  has  blown 
tip  a  New  Light  of  it ,  which  now  again  reclines ];  and  the 
Spirit  with  his  Bellows ,  has  much  ado  to  keep  burning  : 
The  Flame  is  languid.  Now  this  is  impolitic  as  he  is  pleaf- 
ed  to  fay  the  Angel  at  the  Sepulchre  was  :  For  had  he 
confider’d  ever  fo  little  he  would  have  found  that  Extre¬ 
mities  in  Favour  of  any  Caufe  do  it  as  much  Harm  as  its 
moft  virulent  Oppofers,  and  if  he  were  in  his  Senfes  and 
fo  great  a  Stickler  againft  the  Chriftian  Religion :  He 
would  encourage  the  Man  that  endeavours  to  bring  it  into 
Contempt  by  Enthufiafm,  as  well  as  thofe  who  utterly  de¬ 
ny  it.  But  that  he  is  Mad,  I  believe  no  Perfon  will  dif- 
pute  :  However,  I  will  produce  but  one  Article  more, 
where  he  acknowledges  the  Deficiency  of  his  Senfes,  and 
then  reft  it  upon  the  Proof.  [ p .  59.]  If  a  Man  reports 
fuch  an  uncommon  Faff,  that  before  I  can  believe  it ,  I  muft 
be  very  well  affured  my  own  Senfes  were  not  deceived ,  hadl 
1  imagined  I  faw  it ,  certainly  1  may  doubt  the  Evidences  of 
that  Reporter’s  Senfes ,  yet  not  fufpeff  his  Sincerity  :  How 
many  have  thought  they  faw  and  heard  Apparitions  and  con¬ 
fidently  reported  it  with  greatS incerity.  Others  that  they  have 
felt  themf elves,  Hag-ridden ,  as  they  call  it,  by  ihe  Night 
Mare,  when  they  have  been  broad  awake  in  Bed ,  yet  all  the 
Reality  of  the  Faffs  confifted  in  the  Reality  of  their  Imagin¬ 
ations. 

I  fubmit  then  to  your  JVorJhip  and  this  wife  Aftembly, 

I  whether  a  Man  thus  inconfiftent  in  himfelf,  thus  retro¬ 
grade  to  all  Authority,  and  who  treats  the  divine  Being 
as  his  Equal  or  Inferior  be  not  properly  a  Lunatick,  and 
whether  as  fuch  he  ought  not  to  be  confined.  *His  Ob- 
ftinacy  fpeaks  him  incurable,  and  I  hope  you  will  Sen¬ 
tence  him  accordingly. 

Auth.  Before  you  pafs  Sentence  upon  me,  pray  give 
me  Leave  to  clear  myfelf  in  one  Refpedl,  that  is  the  Sin¬ 
cerity  of  my  Intentions,  which  however  wicked  you  may 
think  me  will  over  ballance  all  the  Blafpherny  I  may  have 
uttered  or  all  the  light  Speeches  I  have  ufed,  [p.  64.] 
Wicked  and  defigning  Men  who  have  trump’d  up  a  Power 
fuperior  to  Nature  and  Reafon,  to  deftroy  both  have  de~ 

i predated  the  true  born  Daughter  of  God  Faithfulnefs 
and  anointed  the  Baftard  Faith  in  her  Room  :  Now  my 
End  and  Aim  is  in  all  this  [/>.  60]  to  fhew  Mankind  the 
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ftupid  Nature  of  Bigotry,  the  Wickednefs  of  perfecuting 
Men  for  Opinions  which  will  not  bear  the  Enquiry,  my 
Aim  is  to  convince  the  World  that  an  Hiftorical  Faith  ig 
no  Part  of  pure  and  true  Religion,  which  is  founded  on¬ 
ly  on  Truth  and  Purity.  That  it  does  not  confift  in  the 
Belief  of  any  Hiftory  which  whether  true  or  falfe  makes 
no  Man  wifer  nor  better.  My  End  is  to  hold  forth  the 
Acceptable  Light  of  Truth  which  makes  Men  free,  en¬ 
ables  them  to  break  the  Bands  of  Creed-Makers  and  Im- 
pofers  in  funder,  and  to  call:  their  Cords  from  us,  to  con¬ 
vince  thofe  that  believe  they  fee,  or  that  fee  only  thro* 
Faith’s  Optics  that  their  Blindnefs  remaineth.  My  De- 
fign  is  to  recover  the  Dignity  of  Virtue,  to  promote  that 
Veneration  for  Wifdom  and  Truth  which  has  been  debaf* 
ed  and  degraded  by  Faith ;  by  a  Faith  which  has  made 
Men  mad,  excited  the  deareft  Relations  to  Hate,  perfe- 
cute,  deftroy,  and  burn  One  another  the  Confequence  of 
Hatred  where  this  foolifh  Faith  bears  Sway,  the  Tree  of 
Knowledge  droduces  damning  Fruit,  while  Ignorance  is 
the  Mother  of  Devotion  :  But  under  the  benign  Influence 
of  George ,  our  King,  in  this  glorious  Day  of  Light  and 
Liberty,  this  divine  Hag  and  her  Pious  Witch-Crafts 
which,  were  brought  forth  in  Darknefs,  and  nourifh’d  by 
Obfcurity,  faint  at  the  Approach  of  Day,  and  vanifh 
upon  Sight. 

The  Prefident  having  heard  both  Sides,  proceeded  to 
declare  the  Opinion  of  the  Court. 

Should  fuch  unaccountable  Cavillings  be  fuffer’d  to  pre¬ 
vail  publickly  in  the  World  as  you  endeavour  to  ftir  up. 
Mankind  would  be  loft  in  nothing  but  Doubts  and  De¬ 
bates  whatever  has  been  wrought  in  Time  heretofore 
would  only  ferve  to  fet  the  World  a  Madding  ;  and  that 
Infidel  that  demands  an  immediate  Proof  to  convince  his 
Obftinacy,  alks  what  is  not  confiftent  with  the  Divine 
Wifdom  to  grant,  and  the  Hurry  of  their  Senfes  prevents 
their  thinking  calmly,  their  Fancy  flies  away  with  the  firft 
Impetuous  Whirl ;  Sophia  and  Sophistic  a  are  wide¬ 
ly  different,  the  One  is  an  Emanation  of  the  divine  Ray, 
the  other  a  delufive  and  glaring  Wildfire  impetuous  for  a 
Moment  but  foon  exftinguifli’d  :  The  One  is  the  Grace  of 
Priefthood,  and  the  other  the  Tutelar  Saint  of  Bedlam, 
Of  whofe  Votaries  you  being  One  are  not  fit  to  be  truft- 
ed  abroad.  For  a  Madman  trufted  with  Pen  and  Ink  is  ex¬ 
tremely  prejudicial  as  it  only  ferves  to  fpread  his  Lunacy 
further  thro*  Society.  FINIS, 


